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Imtroduction: Shifting Koles of YWelfare Providers

Oiver recent decades, many welape states lave been severdy criticized. The
Swedish welfare state has often been regarded a5 2 mode] for welfare st
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For exarnple, Esping-Andersen [19g4] bas noted that what make the Swedish
welfare state unique are the unvenal welars, the level of equality, the
serength of social righty, and the eficiency of the system. Ocher researchers
tave pointed out the mutual agreements in the labour mardeet, the system of
corporatism, the goal of full empleyment, the prometion of equal opporiu-
nities for men and women, and a high level of ol understanding st
see eg Premfors 19gg; Rothaein rgof Vogel 1ogg). However, the Swedish
welfare state hay also met wich criticem—far instance in the Swedish media,
whene it hat besn argoed that Sweden can hardy be characterivsd as a
welfare stae [Sodersten soo, that the Svwedith modd i in its “death-throes™
i zooa; my trarelstion) and v oo

fith the ambition of recorstructing weifare states aned with irepirstion fram
the United States, New Poblic Management (NPFM) jdeas wens disoased and
to tome extant tested in courcries ke the United Kingdom. and Sweden in
the rgfiog, and estahlivhed in the sady 10908 ee &g Langan 2o0o0; Montin
toay; Trydeghod moor; Wallmann 2 . In NPM, marketcoenied prn-
c?_s?u are trarederrad to ard applied bt_'.-ncl‘ﬂe blic sector o arder io mpllnme
welfare stats failures [Yeollmann 2oog) includes privafization, out-
sourcing and maketmtion, is ostbacks of the public secvor. [t also indudes
private sector mamgerilim, that i, introducing maragerialist principkes
such as performance s ("Wollmann zong.

In the United Kingdom, thess ideas wers discussed in terme of the Thind
Way—dewribed in most detail by Giddens [rgga) and i prctics stroogly
promoted by Ih:grime minister, Tony Bluir Adibough the Third Way was
origimally meant jor the United Kingdom, & has met with symipathy dse-
where in Eurcpe [Esping-fndernen ooz, Ik relates to che renewal of social
democracy, in which the term *welfare stabe"” i replaced by “welfare soceny™
ard in which, for example, voluntary onganizations ane expected o have a
more active role in the provision of wekare services. 1In Sweden, NFM meant
that market ideas and maragerilism were applied withio Jecal authoriies—
with a purd:.uer."ﬂimid:r split, competing unics of providers, pefiormance
ngh etc.—and that same public services were privatized. It also meant
that Incal authariies embarked upon outsouming the proviion of services.
Theretw, the lomal aucharities wers up agaimt m‘n;felir.ic-n from private/
commercial providers and sometimes also from voluntry organizations,
paricularye rding care for older people Montin rgay; Wollmann 2oag).

Farallel with greater cpennes: fior ;g?m alternatives ko public s rvices,
expectation: increaed far voluntary arganiarions o cantibice to sakotiore
of weliare siaie problemn. Boch the Swedish government and the EU pre-
mote parinership between the stabe/local aulgrjliu and waluntary argard-
zations (ie= £ Larmon zoox Sociahtyreben zoog), induding collubaratian
in specific arem: wich as support for relatives of akder penp?e [Propaoritian
roay gl resh

It it helieved that voluniary activity can relieve the presure oo poblic

expenditures Voluntary organizations are also seen as resources in reltion
e el Sl bttt o alm el e abmin Do e e dabemin



